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Dear Friends, 

Spring, it seems, is almost over and Bustan Qaraaqa has just passed its second anniversary (Happy 
Birthday us – apparently we are still here against all the odds!).  It has, as ever, been something of a 
wild and frenetic season; with high hopes, hard work, near disaster, incredible good fortune, racist 
oppression and military occupation all intermingling into a turbulent rollercoaster ride that has left 
us all clutching the floor and wondering if our heads are still attached.    

As the temperature rises and the last few raindrops fall, our verdant wadi is changing before our 
eyes from green to yellow, and we know that summer is almost here.  With it, the first pinch of 
water shortage is being felt.  Despite a phenomenal season’s rainfall, mercifully breaking the two 
years of severe drought experienced previously, it seems that we can nonetheless expect a summer 
of water shortage and prolonged cut-offs.  Just a few weeks ago Israel’s Infrastructure Minister, Uzi 
Landau, threatened to turn off the taps to West Bank communities as a reprisal for the lack of 
sewage infrastructure in Palestinian towns.   

Mr Landau apparently told Israel’s Army Radio: “They get clean water from us, and in return they 
give us sewage. This destroys nature, and I would also say that this is the way that wicked people 
behave.”  Given the well-documented level of Israeli obstruction that has dogged the development 
community over the last decade and a half and prevented the development of decent infrastructure 
in Palestine, these comments are crassly ignorant; though sadly symptomatic of the general 
character of Israel’s current administration.  Unfortunately this means that we can expect the 
situation on the ground in Palestine to continue to deteriorate this year, as settlements expand and 
land and water resources are appropriated.   

At Bustan Qaraaqa, the mainline 
water supply is already 
infrequent, with cut-offs of 5-10 
days an all-too-commonplace 
occurrence.  In addition, the 
settlement issue has come to 
nestle on our doorstep once more 
with the construction of a military 
watchtower at Oush Ghrab (a 
scant 2 km from the farm).  Long-
term friends of the project may 
recall that our dear Bustan 
Qaraaqa co-founder Nick was 
deported in November 2008 for 
protesting against settler activity 

in this area.  Since then sadly the situation has worsened with increasingly frequent visits from 
settler activists, Israeli military presence, vandalism of Beit Sahour municipality property, a freeze on 
all Palestinian construction in the area and, most recently, the installation of a military watchtower.   

http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=274705
http://www.ipcri.org/watconf/papers/jan.pdf
http://www.haaretz.com/magazine/week-s-end/giving-in-to-the-settlers-in-beit-sahur-1.263175
http://www.haaretz.com/magazine/week-s-end/giving-in-to-the-settlers-in-beit-sahur-1.263175


The fear of our community is that this may pave the way for the arrival of trailers, housing units, 
razorwire fences, security buffer zones, new apartheid roads and attendant land confiscation, loss of 
access to nearby land, uprooting of trees, demolition of homes, and possibly also a threat to the 
water supply since one of Beit Sahour’s few pumping stations is located at the foot of the hill the 
settlers are trying to seize.  Local non-violent resistance has been courageous, to the credit of all 
involved, but we fear that without international intervention it will be impossible to stop this gross 
injustice.   

Left: Protester dragged away whilst trying to stop bulldozers working on the Wall in Al Wallaja (25/04/2010).  
Right: Site of the new Wall construction in Beit Jala, where an Israeli settler road cuts through the town to 
disappear into a tunnel underneath it.  Thanks to Anne Paq at Activestills.org for the use of these images. 

Unfortunately, local disturbances have not been limited to Oush Ghrab.  In nearby Beit Jala, on the 
route from our farm to Bustan Qaraaqa partner Abed’s, construction of the Wall has been renewed.  
At least 50 olive trees have been uprooted so far, and construction is expected to cost more land 
and trees before it is finished.  In addition, a large roadblock with concrete blocks and a steel gate 
has been erected between the village of Al Wallaja and Abed’s land; and an access road for 
bulldozers and military jeeps opened up.  The Wall is expected to eventually pass from Beit Jala to 
encircle Al Wallaja, cutting off the entirety of the Wadi Ahmed (where Abed’s land is located – in the 
pink zone between Al Wallaja and Gilo) and annexing it to Israel.  Abed’s land itself is slated for 

appropriation for 
settlement expansion.  
The Givat Ya’el 
Settlement Plan seeks 
to replace his lovingly 
tended orchards with 
swathes of tarmac and 
lines of concrete 
housing units stretching 
all the way from Wallaja 
to Battir: connecting 
Gilo settlement with 
nearby Har Gilo and 
creating territorial 
contiguity between 
Israeli controlled south-
east Jerusalem and the 
Gush Etzion Bloc.   

http://www.newstatesman.com/blogs/the-staggers/2010/02/palestinian-israeli-settlers
http://chroniquespalestine.blogspot.com/
http://www.bustanqaraaqa.org/al3/web/page/display/id/18.html
http://www.poica.org/editor/case_studies/view.php?recordID=1049
http://www.ir-amim.org.il/Eng/?CategoryID=328
http://www.ir-amim.org.il/Eng/?CategoryID=328


 

Left: Bustan Qaraaqa partner Abed Rabbo.  Right: Dinner at Abed’s land after a work day.  Thanks to Ali for the 
use of these photos. 

As ever, together with his numerous friends, we will do what we can to support Abed in his struggle 
to remain on his land – let’s hope it will be enough.  Whether it is enough or not, Bustan Qaraaqa 
has seen an extremely busy spring season as we have toiled to plant as many trees as possible and to 
keep all our projects moving forward.  As ever the beauty and exuberance of the Palestinian 
environment in this season have been at curious and poignant odds with the brutality and ugliness 
of the Occupation.    

For the past few months, Bustan Qaraaqa has been in bloom: from the honeysuckle climbing the 
front porch to the oceans of yellow flowers in the wadi; from the delicate beauty of the almond 
blossom to the luscious apricots now ripening on the trees. We have been lucky enough to see flocks 
of migrating birds, scores of butterflies, ubiquitous scuttling lizards, the odd snuffling hedgehog and, 
of course, our namesakes, the tortoises all making use of this little ecosystem. Watching the 
diversity of life that this small piece of land supports has helped to give us strength to keep 
struggling for positive change in the region in the face of all the oppressive dynamics that have been 
going on.  Palestine is worth it.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Bustan Qaraaqa valley in March.  Right: a juvenile tortoise crawling through the undergrowth.  Thanks to 
Maaike and Ali for these photos :)   

‘Tree Planting’ was the phrase on our lips for most of the late winter and early spring period, for 
good reason. This season we managed to plant four hundred trees of at least fifty different species 
at the Bustan Qaraaqa site.  We have created the beginnings of what should, after some years, 
become a robust and healthy forest, providing an array of goods and services to people and the 
environment: from soil stabilization to construction materials for houses; and from varied and 
healthy foods to habitat for native fauna.   

http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE5AA2E120091111


In addition to tree planting on the Bustan 
Qaraaqa site, staff and scores of volunteers 
have been involved in community tree 
planting: working together with Palestinian 
farmers to develop and protect their land 
from both the ravages of soil erosion and of 
the Occupation.  We have been privileged to 
have the help and support of Awad Abu Sway 
(pictured left with BQ volunteer Ali) in this 
endeavour – he has worked tirelessly to build 
connections with farmers and to get people 
out onto the land and planting.   As a result, 

several hundred trees have been planted by Bustan Qaraaqa volunteers around the Bethlehem area 
this spring.   

On the less dramatic side of farm life, we have been sowing seeds for food plants as well as trees. 
Having such a large group of volunteers, community partners, and general well-wishers necessitates 
some large parties, and large meals are an integral part of farm life. Already we have been savouring 
cauliflower, cabbage, rocket, spinach, khubeze, ehuera, lufetta, lettuce, beans, peas, coriander, 
parsley and basil. We have been planting an array of summer crops and look forward to eating even 
more delicious food from the land as the year spins on. 

Readers might recall the heavy rain of January, and the dramatic effect this rain had on our cistern. 
We are happy to report that the cistern is now sound once again and currently holding 
approximately 50 000 litres of harvested rainwater.  Thus we should be able to water our crops and 
trees through the summer, water shortage withstanding! Thanks to the help of our tireless 
volunteers, and the willingness of everybody involved in the Bustan Qaraaqa project to toil in the 
mud for days on end to achieve this :)    

Bustan Qaraaqa’s partnership with Paidia 
continues, and despite the challenges 
(volunteers only yesterday spent hours 
painting over racist, Zionist-themed graffiti 
which marred a children’s climbing wall) this 
partnership promises to be a great way to 
link the larger community with eco-building 
design principals. In addition, we look 
forward to exposing local youth to 
sustainable living concepts, such as compost 
toilets, which we hope will encourage them 
to seek sustainability in their adult lives. 

 

We are all devastated to report that Bustan Qaraaqa team-member Roman was denied entry into 
Israel in March. Upon disembarking the plane, he was questioned by Israeli Airport Security and 
detained. He was accused of working illegally in Israel, and it was implied that he had undesirable 
activist connections. After a harrowing interrogation, he was deported back to the United Kingdom. 
Although we miss him sorely, he lives on in the numerous projects that would not have been 
possible without him. And whilst we are talking of melancholy things, we are also sorry to report 
that this spring we lost David Bowie, our adorable (if generally mischievous) farm puppy. Adored by 
all, he helped us through some bleak days of cistern woes and visa concerns with his bright-eyed 

BQ volunteers Eva and Lael at work on the Paidia site 

http://www.paidia.org/


charm. He is buried under a Lebanon Oak here on the farm, and we hope his tree will stand for 
centuries. 

And now... on to the whimsical and positive ! 

In March, Bustan Qaraaqa 
hosted Eva and Koki (pictured 
right) of Sabotage Films, a 
progressive German film 
company. Eva and Koki are 
making a documentary entitled 
‘Houseguests’: exploring the 
concept of open travel and the 
new media, based around the 
phenomenon of ‘CouchSurfing’ 
– a free accommodation and 
social networking initiative of 
which Bustan Qaraaqa is a 
member (for more information 
go to www.couchsurfing.org). 
For some inexplicable reason, they chose to come to Bustan Qaraaqa and film Alice as one of the six 
focal personalities in the documentary, and tirelessly followed her in her meanderings with farmers, 
students and community partners; through wadis, souqs and across university campuses hoping to 
accurately represent what Palestine, sustainability, and Bustan Qaraaqa mean and how they 
intersect.  Eva expects Houseguests to be released in early 2011 (hopefully in time for the Berlin film 
festival), and we look forward to seeing the finished product (watch this space – you may be 
entertained :).   

March also saw a hard-won victory for Alice and Tom, as they both secured visas for their new jobs 
at Al Quds-Bard College, and started teaching a new course in Environmental Studies (which they are 
very much enjoying). As many of you will be aware, the visa situation was particularly dire for Alice 
at the beginning of the spring, as she had been unreasonably denied a visa extension and then given 
2 weeks to leave Israel. However, due to an incredible show of support from friends around the 
world, she was able to hire a lawyer to act for her, and, after weeks of fighting, Alice received a visa 
valid until the end of June, and Tom received a visa valid until the end of August. We are told that 
both visas will be extended for the next academic year so long as Alice and Tom’s teaching contracts 
are renewed, which we have been told they will be. This crisis showed us all exactly how precarious 
our existence here is, but also how many people are ready and willing to help us – thank you again 
to everyone who did – we cannot over-emphasize how grateful we are!  

And the good news does not stop with visas. In April, Bustan Qaraaqa was awarded two grants from 
Lush Cosmetics (via the Charity Pot program) and The British Shalom-Salaam Trust. These grants 
mean that we can cover our major expenses for the next ten months at the least, and go ahead with 
our plans to restock the nursery, build an ‘eco-greenhouse’, and continue with our community 
projects. Many thanks to both Lush Cosmetics and the British Shalom-Salaam Trust for supporting 
ecological development and environmental justice in Palestine.  Of course, although we are now 
somewhat financially stable for the immediate future, contributions are still much needed to flesh 
out the bare bones of the project and allow us to allocate further resources to our local partners.   

Although it has in many ways been a difficult road though the spring, we are all looking forward to 
the summer. Alice has plans (motivated by the Iceland volcano explosion of April) to embark on an 
epic journey from Palestine to the United Kingdom via sea and land. The carbon reduction idea 
might actually be secondary to the desire to rekindle the tradition of the great journey. Tom and 

http://www.sabotage-films.com/
http://screenbase.screendaily.com/films/154
http://www.couchsurfing.org/
http://www.lush.co.uk/
http://www.lush.com/shop/about/charity-pot
http://www.bsst.org.uk/


Lyra will remain on the farm, and look forward to welcoming two old friends – Phil and Lorena – 
back to the team. Phil and Lorena are at the moment in the process of cycling from the UK to 
Palestine to help raise funds for an ambitious fish-farming project they hope to implement on 
arrival. For more information about their journey, please see their website: byspokes.org. 

As ever, we owe an enormous debt of gratitude to a multitude of people, without whom the project 
would not be what it is.  Firstly: our wonderful volunteers.  We would like to take the time to thank 
Lael, Alex, Sarah, Emma, Dutch Tom, Twittering Tom and Lawrence for their heroic efforts in 
repairing the cistern and planting trees. Aussie Tom risked life and limb to re-wire our water pump. 
Denniz was able to move earth for hours and then make delicious Turkish soup. Ali plied us with 
delicious beverages and cleaned up outrageous kitchen messes. Eva and Koki were a pleasure to 
have around and excelled themselves by replacing our stolen pump and fixing the wiring. Chris and 
Kyle built an impressive pump security unit and upped the heartthrob factor by 75 percent. Finally, 
we are lucky enough to have Maaike’s weeding and baking skills for a second time round (a glutton 
for punishment clearly). Thank you so much, everybody. We couldn’t have done it without you. 

Secondly: our supporters abroad.  Thanks especially to Steve and Roman for being so active in 
rallying support and spreading the word – they even went so far as to organise a 2 day festival in 
Bangor North Wales, with speeches by Tony Benn and Ivor Dembina (thanks to everyone else 
involved in setting that up!).  Cheques have been pouring in to the Old School to be safely banked in 
the Bustan Qaraaqa account by Phil and Mary (Alice’s parents) and so we have to thank the Sydney 
Franklin Deceased Foundation, the Quakers of Sidcot Meeting House, Huw Jones, Sue Kardhaji, Mel 
Gawel, Amanda Walker, Elizabeth Griffith, Ian Cuthbertson, Mike and Mary Monaghon and Imogen 
and Colin Bright (sorry if the communication lines have caused anyone to be omitted – write to us 
with recriminations if so!).  

And so we come to the end of this jumbled summary of our trials, tribulations and triumphs – thanks 
for reading and we wish you all joy and light wheresoever you may be.  Hope to see you again some 
time – ahlain fi Bustan Qaraaqa if you are in the area!  Merry may we meet. 

With love from 

Lyra, Tom and Alice 

the Bustan Qaraaqa team 

x 

P.S.  Please note that our postal address has changed – it is now PO Box 31316, Jerusalem 91002, 
Israel.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://byspokes.org/?page_id=7
http://www.bangorpeace.co.uk/p12.htm
http://www.bangorpeace.co.uk/p12.htm


Support Bustan Qaraaqa: 

As a small and recently founded organisation, we rely heavily on grassroots fundraising for much of 
our income.  Small donations can go a long way in our low budget project.  Things we are currently 
saving up for include:  

Ø A roof for our soon-to-be-built greenhouse (about £500);  
Ø Materials to rebuild and expand the tree nursery for next year (about £250) 
Ø A permanent shade for the tree nursery (about £400)  
Ø Computers and cameras since most of ours have been stolen at this point! :) 

 
Our PayPal account (info@bustanqaraaqa.org) is now functional, so if you would like to support us 
financially, you can now do it online; or send a cheque to The Old School, Lydfords Lane, 
Gillingham, Dorset, SP8 4NJ. 

***************************************************************** 

Have you considered becoming a regular contributor to Bustan Qaraaqa?  Our monthly running costs 
amount to approximately £1500, broken up as follows: 

Expense Cost (NIS) Cost (£) 

Site rent 3000 500 

Utility bills 450 75 

Water 600 100 

Transport 600 100 

Staff stipends (3 people) 1800 300 

Materials 2550 425 

Total 9000 1500 

  

We can raise £500-£750 in the guesthouse, so if 100-200 people gave us £5 per month, all the project 
expenses would be covered and we would not have to worry about writing grant applications, instead 
being able to turn our full attention to the real work of creating grassroots environmental change in 
Palestine.   

If you would like to contribute in this way, please ask your bank to set up a direct debit to our UK 
account:  

Bank name: Lloyds TSB                                                                                                                
Account name: Bustan Qaraaqa                                 
Account number: 00052001           
Sort code: 30-93-45 

For international transfers: 

SWIFT code: LOYDGB2L                   
IBAN: GB30LOYD30934500052001 

All contributions, however small, are gratefully received.   

mailto:info@bustanqaraaqa.org

