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Acacia tortilis , umbrella thorn  

  

 

Why? 
Gum arabic, a food additive, can be gained from this tree. The umbrella thorn, 

including the species Acacia raddiana and Acacia tortilis, provides excellent animal 

fodder and is a very productive tree. The dried leaves and the grounded fruits can 

be used for stall fed animals. It is a very useful tree for beekeepers and attracts 

numerous pollinators. During the first two years, the tree should be protected from 

grazing so it can become useful as a wind break. Through this characteristic as well 

as being a nitrogen-fixing species, the tree provides benefits for crops which can be 

intercropped with the umbrella thorn. It also stabilizes the soil and can therefore be 

used to afforest deserts and hill slopes. 

The dense and hard wood can be used both as fuel wood since it is fast-growing 

and its coppicing behavior and for timber for small objects and furniture. 

How? 
Propagation from fresh seeds and pretreatment includes: boil for 5 minutes, allow 

to cool, leave to soak for 24 hours before sowing. Treat alternatively with 50% 

concentrated sulfuric acid in which the seeds are put for 40-50 minutes, rinse 

thoroughly, leave to soak for 24 hours before sowing. 

Branches are cut and dropped for sheep and goats who eat the leaves but also strip 

the mineral- and oil-rich bark from the branches, which is nutritionally important.

 

 

 


